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“Home Is Where The Heart Is!”: 13 New York City Families Celebrate Valentine’s Day In Their New Habitat-NYC Home
Families Move from Substandard, Overcrowded Apartments to Beautiful Bronx Rowhouses
	WHAT:
	Habitat for Humanity – New York City Dedicates 13 New Homes in the Bronx
Thirteen New York City families will celebrate the gift of a lifetime this Valentine’s Day: a new home.  Habitat-NYC will dedicate 13 new rowhouses in the Mott Haven neighborhood in the Bronx on Saturday, February 12, 2005.  The new homes feature three large bedrooms, two bathrooms and a backyard.  All 13 homeowner families previously resided in overcrowded or substandard housing, with as many as five people living in a one-bedroom apartment.  

The Habitat-NYC families played a hands-on role in building their new home, working alongside more than a thousand volunteers from New York City’s businesses, schools, faith institutions and community groups.  All of the families contributed a minimum of 300 “sweat equity” hours as a down payment, and they will pay an affordable, zero-interest mortgage each month.  The 13 families will join more than 150 Habitat-NYC homeowners across the city, as Habitat-NYC continues its commitment to ending overcrowded and substandard poverty housing in the Bronx and throughout New York City.



	WHEN:
	Saturday, February 12, 2005 at 10 a.m.
Habitat-NYC dedicates its newest homes in the Bronx, as 13 Habitat-NYC families receive the keys to their new home.

	WHO:
	Participants in Habitat-NYC’s “Home Is Where The Heart Is” celebration will include:

· 13 Habitat-NYC Families, celebrating becoming homeowners for the first time

· Congressman Jose E. Serrano, representing New York’s 16th District in the United States House of Representatives
· Elected Officials, representing the Bronx and New York City
· Faith Leaders, from local congregations, who will welcome the Habitat-NYC families and bless their new home 
· Corporate Partners, who support Habitat-NYC by providing the funds and materials that allow us to build
· Volunteers, from Habitat-NYC’s faith partners, corporate partners and community groups throughout New York City.



	WHERE:
	824 East 150th Street, between Union and Tinton Avenues.  The nearest subway stop is the 149th Street station on the 6 subway line.








