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“Home Is Where The Heart Is!”: 13 New York City Families Celebrate Valentine’s Day In Their New Habitat-NYC Home

Families Move from Substandard, Overcrowded Apartments to Beautiful Bronx Rowhouses
The Bronx, NY – Thirteen New York City families will celebrate the gift of a lifetime this Valentine’s Day: a new home.  Habitat-NYC will dedicate 13 new rowhouses in the Mott Haven neighborhood of the Bronx, giving 13 families in need the keys to their new home.  

The new Habitat-NYC homes feature three large bedrooms, two bathrooms and a backyard.  All 13 homeowner families previously resided in overcrowded or substandard housing, with as many as five people living in a one-bedroom apartment.  Elizabeth Pena, one of the new homeowners, said that if not for Habitat-NYC, her family would not longer be living in New York City.  Before moving into their new home, all five members of Elizabeth’s family lived in an overcrowded, dilapidated attic apartment.  The ceilings were cracked, the shingles leaked, the floors were cracked and broken, and the paint was peeling off.  “It was falling apart,” Elizabeth said.  “It was not our home.”  

Frustrated by New York City’s high rents and the lack of affordable housing, Elizabeth said she and her husband Roberto Leon were planning to move to Puerto Rico with their two daughters and infant son.  “We were seriously thinking about moving out of New York,” Elizabeth said.  “If not for Habitat, we would have left New York already.  But then Habitat came in and gave us the opportunity to do something nice for our kids.”  

Congressman José E. Serrano joined the 13 families at the dedication of their new homes and welcomed them to the Bronx.  “I’m proud to be here today as 13 hard-working Bronx families become homeowners for the first time,” he said.  “Homeownership builds strong families and strong communities, and I applaud Habitat-NYC for its work increasing homeownership here in Mott Haven.”

All of the Habitat-NYC families played a hands-on role in building their new home, working alongside more than a thousand volunteers from New York City’s businesses, schools, faith institutions and community groups.  The families contributed a minimum of 300 “sweat equity” hours as a down payment, and they will pay an affordable mortgage each month.  

The 13 families will join more than 150 Habitat-NYC homeowners throughout New York City.  “I’m thrilled to welcome these deserving families to their beautiful new Habitat-NYC home,” said Roland Lewis, executive director of Habitat-NYC.  “This was truly a labor of love for these hard-working families and the many thousands of volunteers who worked to build these homes.  Habitat-NYC is committed to ending overcrowded and substandard poverty housing here in the Bronx and throughout New York City, and we urge all New Yorkers to work to ensure that every family has a decent, affordable place to call home.”
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