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Date: November 10, 2004
Habitat-NYC Fetes Melissa Cohn of Manhattan Mortgage

and Seth Waugh of Deutsche Bank at 5th Annual Awards Gala

Al Roker Hosts Live Auction, Featuring the Talents of Bob Vila and Todd Oldham,

Gala Event Raises $730,000 to Build Affordable Homes in New York City
New York, NY – Habitat for Humanity – New York City (Habitat-NYC) honored Melissa Cohn, President and CEO of the Manhattan Mortgage Company, and Seth Waugh, Chief Executive Officer of Deutsche Bank Americas, as the organization’s Builders of the Year.

Habitat-NYC presented the awards in recognition of Ms. Cohn and Mr. Waugh’s outstanding contributions to affordable housing.  “Both Manhattan Mortgage and Deutsche Bank demonstrate the powerful idea that businesses can do well by doing good,” said Roland Lewis, Executive Director of Habitat-NYC.  “By building homes and building communities, they bring people and jobs to New York City, boosting the economy and ensuring that New York continues to attract the world’s most talented workforce and most successful businesses.” 

As the head of Deutsche Bank Americas, Mr. Waugh has been instrumental in working with the City of New York to create the New Ventures Incentive Program (New VIP), a model public-private partnership that will provide up to $200 million to create 10,000 affordable homes over the next five years. “At Deutsche Bank, we have a long standing commitment to help make the communities in which we operate stronger,” said Mr. Waugh.  “Affordable housing is key to achieving healthy neighborhoods and promoting a viable business environment."
In her work at Manhattan Mortgage, Ms. Cohn has made the dream of homeownership real for thousands of New Yorkers.  “Homeownership is the stepping stone to financial security, better education, and a healthier environment for families and children,” Ms. Cohn said.  “We can all do more to ensure that the dream of homeownership is open to everyone in our society.”
Academy Award-winning actor Susan Sarandon, a member of Habitat-NYC’s Leadership Council, co-chaired the gala event, and home improvement specialist Bob Vila hosted the awards ceremony.  NBC’s Al Roker served as master auctioneer, urging the 600 gala attendees to increase their bids for a variety of housing-related prizes, including a walk-on TV spot with Mr. Vila, the design services of Todd Oldham, and home remodeling by construction professionals.  All proceeds from the auction and from the gala—more than $700,000—will fund Habitat-NYC’s mission to eradicate poverty housing and ensure that all New Yorkers have a decent, affordable home.
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