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Home for the Holidays: Ten New York City Families 

Celebrate the Holidays in Their New Habitat-NYC Home 
Families Move from Substandard, Overcrowded Apartments to Beautiful Harlem Condominium
	WHAT:
	Habitat for Humanity – New York City Dedicates 10 New Homes in Harlem
Ten New York City families will receive the gift of a lifetime this holiday season: a new home.  Habitat-NYC will dedicate a renovated five-story apartment building on December 11, 2004, just in time for 10 families in need to celebrate their first holiday season in their new home.  All of the families currently reside in overcrowded or substandard housing, with as many as six people living in a one-bedroom apartment.  
All 10 Habitat-NYC families have taken a hands-on role in building their new home, working alongside more than a thousand volunteers from New York City’s businesses, schools, faith institutions, and community groups.  All of the families contributed a minimum of 300 “sweat equity” hours as a down payment, and they will pay an affordable, zero-interest mortgage each month.  The 10 families will join 26 Habitat-NYC homeowners already living in the neighborhood, as Habitat-NYC continues its commitment to ending overcrowded and substandard poverty housing in Harlem and throughout New York City.



	WHEN:
	Saturday, December 11, 2004 at 10 a.m.
Habitat-NYC dedicates its newest building, as 10 Habitat-NYC families receive the keys to their new home.

	WHO:
	Participants in Habitat-NYC’s “Home for the Holidays” event will include:

· 10 Habitat-NYC Families, celebrating becoming homeowners for the first time

· Keith Wright, New York State Assembly Member

· Bill Perkins, New York City Council Member

· Elected Officials, representing Harlem and New York City
· Faith Leaders, from local congregations will welcome the Habitat-NYC families and bless their new home 

· Volunteers, from Habitat-NYC’s faith partners, corporate partners, and community groups throughout New York City.



	WHERE:
	237 West 134th Street in Harlem, between Adam Clayton Powell and Frederick Douglass Blvds.  The nearest subway stop is the 135th Street station, on the 2, 3 or B, C subway lines.








