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Home for the Holidays: Ten New York City Families 

Celebrate the Holidays in Their New Habitat-NYC Home 
Families Move from Substandard, Overcrowded Apartments to Beautiful Harlem Condominium
New York, NY - Ten New York City families will receive the gift of a lifetime this holiday season: a new home.  Habitat-NYC presented 10 New York City families in need with the keys to their new home today, just in time for the holiday season.

“I consider myself truly blessed,” said Yolanda Burns, who will move into her new home with her four children.  “I couldn’t even ask for anything else.  It brings tears to my eyes, I’m so happy.”

All five members of Yolanda’s family currently share a small one-bedroom apartment in Harlem, with the boys in the bedroom and the girls in the living room.  Ms. Burns has worked as a tower operator for the New York City Transit Authority for the past 16 year, but still could not afford a space big enough for her family.  “I was looking for a really long time—reading the paper, going to all the seminars, going to open houses, making phone calls,” she said.  “In the one-bedroom, everyone’s tugging and pulling, but there’s no where to go.  I couldn’t afford what they’re asking for.”  

But this holiday season, Yolanda will move into a new three-bedroom condominium in Harlem, courtesy of Habitat-NYC, along with nine other families currently living in overcrowded or substandard housing conditions.  All 10 Habitat-NYC families have taken a hands-on role in building their new home, a renovated five-story apartment building on West 134th Street.  The families worked alongside more than a thousand volunteers from New York City’s businesses, schools, faith institutions, and community groups.  
The 10 families will join 26 Habitat-NYC homeowners already living in the neighborhood.  “I’m thrilled that these deserving families will spend the holidays in their beautiful new Habitat-NYC home,” said Roland Lewis, executive director of Habitat-NYC.  “Habitat-NYC is committed to ending overcrowded and substandard poverty housing in Harlem and throughout New York City.  This holiday season, we urge all New Yorkers to work to ensure that every family has a decent, affordable place to call home.”

Yolanda said that moving into her new Habitat-NYC home will transform her life and the lives of her kids.  “It means that I’ll have something for my children in the end.  They’ll always have some place to go, and not worry about being evicted and not worry about increasing rent every year or two,” she said.  “It can reflect who you are, that’s what it means.  Just to have it is my greatest happiness.”  
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