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Mayor Bloomberg Joins Volunteers and Families to Celebrate King’s Dream by Building Affordable Homes in Harlem

New York City Officials Join Christian, Jewish and Muslim Congregations
To Renew King’s Legacy of Social Justice Through Service

	WHAT:
	Habitat-NYC Martin Luther King Jr. “Building on the Dream” Event
Habitat-NYC will celebrate the 2005 Martin Luther King Jr. holiday by building six affordable homes in Harlem.  Scores of volunteers from corporations, community groups, and the AmeriCorps/VISTA National Service program will come together to renovate a six-unit apartment building, working alongside Habitat-NYC families from Harlem.  City officials—including Mayor Bloomberg, Public Advocate Gotbaum and Housing Commissioner Donovan—will join the volunteers for a special lunch program at Salem United Methodist Church, across the street from the Habitat-NYC worksite.  Habitat-NYC will host a special “Conference on Social Justice” at Columbia University on Monday afternoon, focusing on the twin themes of housing justice and environmental justice.

Habitat-NYC volunteers in Harlem will join thousands of volunteers across the United States, as Habitat for Humanity International puts Dr. King’s dream of a “beloved community” into action throughout the country.


	WHEN:
	Monday, January 17, 2004

9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Volunteers unite to build six units of affordable housing in Harlem.

***12 to 1:30 p.m. Special afternoon program featuring Mayor Bloomberg and elected officials at Salem United Methodist Church, 129th St. and Adam Clayton Powell Blvd.
2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. “Conference on Social Justice” at Columbia University.

	WHO:
	Participants in Habitat-NYC’s “Building on the Dream” Event will include:

· Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of New York

· Betsey Gotbaum, New York City Public Advocate

· Shaun Donovan, New York City Housing Commissioner
· Elected Officials representing Harlem and New York City

· Volunteers from Christian, Jewish and Muslim congregations
· Representatives of the Corporation for National and Community Service (AmeriCorps/VISTA) in celebration of the program’s tenth anniversary
· Habitat-NYC Corporate and Community Partners

· Habitat-NYC Family Partners from the Harlem neighborhood


	WHERE:
	143 West 128th Street in Harlem, between Lenox Ave. and Adam Clayton Powell Blvd. The nearest subway stops are the 125th Street stations on the 2, 3 or 4,5 subway lines.








