
In August, the New York Mets, Citi and members of
the 1969 World Series Champion Mets celebrated
the 40th anniversary of their famous season by

building affordable homes with Habitat-NYC.

On Aug. 20, Hall of Famer Tom Seaver, pitcher Jerry
Koosman, first baseman Ed Kranepool and coach Joe
Pignatano stepped onto our Atlantic Avenue complex in
Ocean Hill-Brownsville, Brooklyn, to put the final
touches on the project, which began back in 2007. They
helped install the last of the cabinets and doors in the homes.

Two days later, the entire 1969 World Series Mets team
participated in 2009 Mets Miracle Build, joining Habitat
and Citi volunteers in the parking lot of Citi Field to build
the frame of a home, which will be delivered to an up-
state affiliate, where it will be completed. 

More photos on page 5!
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Not just building homes, building futures.

Habitat-NYC
Welcomes
41 Families
Home

1969 Miracle Mets Hit a Home Run with Habitat-NYC
Mets and Citi Field Habitat-NYC builds are Amazin’!

Mets Hall of Fame pitcher Tom Seaver, rear left, worked with Habitat-
NYC family partners Esther Huambo and Erickson Castillo to help
them complete the construction of their Atlantic Avenue homes. 
Photo by Anthony Collins.

More photos from the
Atlantic Avenue Home
Dedication on page 3.

4 Questions for Habitat-NYC
Volunteer Susan Sarandon
Read a Q&A with Sarandon: Page 3.

Photo by Deborah Schwartz



Habitat for Humanity - New York City
transforms lives and our city by building quality
homes for families in need and by uniting all New
Yorkers around the cause of affordable housing.

111 John Street, 23rd Floor
New York, NY 10038
Tel: (212) 991-4000
www.habitatnyc.org
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Do you work for New York City, New York State or the Federal
Government? If so, you can help build Habitat-NYC homes for

hardworking families—without leaving your desk!  

Habitat-NYC is enrolled in United Way workplace-giving programs at
the municipal, state and federal levels. Most government-sector campaigns
are starting up now, and you may be invited to participate in a charity
of your choice by selecting its code number. Our codes are:

City Employees (CMC and CUNY): 0765
State Employees (SEFA): 51-1674
Federal Employees (CFC): 20514

Private-sector campaigns create their own sign-up methods, so if you’d
like to support our mission, ask your HR Department about United Way
campaigns. For your reference, our EIN number is 11-2857055.

Your on-going support is crucial to keeping our programs running smoothly
throughout the year, and we offer heartfelt thanks for your generosity!

What an amazing time for Habitat-NYC!  It is a year
with so many firsts for our robust organization.

With more units under construction than ever 
before, we are proud to be partnering with
record numbers of hardworking families. 

We launched a remarkable “Brush with Kindness” program that sends 
Habitat-NYC volunteers into distressed communities to paint and rehabilitate
dozens of aged and dilapidated neighborhood facilities that are crucial meeting
places and service centers for local residents. We embarked on innovative,
cost-saving partnerships with private developers that enable us to build 
affordable homes in mixed-income environments and strengthen our ability
to partner with more families. We built our first green roof in the South
Bronx, celebrated the dedication of the largest, greenest Habitat complex in
the nation and were recognized for the first time as Non-Profit of the Year
by the New York State Association for Affordable Housing.

But while statistics and benchmarks provide us with comfort that we are
doing all we can to aid families in need, the stories of individuals remind us
of how much work is left to do. I conducted a home visit recently for an 
applicant to our homeownership program.  The mother of two children broke
down in tears when she described the conditions she lives in: drug dealers in
hallways, refuse in stairwells, sporadic burglaries and electricity that was
turned off by the landlord for one week each month.

We hear hundreds of stories like this one each year, and as proud as we are
of our accomplishments, we are determined to do more.  You have helped
us reach a point where our impact is greater than ever before.  In these difficult
times, we are proud to be working with you to ensure that responsible, hard-
working families can find a better life in a safe, stable, green, affordable
home.  On behalf of our staff and board of directors, thank you for your
commitment to our work.

Founded by Millard and Linda Fuller in 1976, Habitat for Humanity is a Christian organization that welcomes people of all
beliefs to join in its mission.

United Way: How You Can Help      
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Actress Susan Sarandon is a member
of Habitat-NYC’s Leadership 
Council, a longtime supporter of

our organization and a frequent volunteer
on our construction sites. We recently had
the following conversation with Susan:

Habitat: What drew you to Habitat-NYC?

Sarandon: Home and family is very impor-
tant to me; the idea that Habitat finds a
way to help families build a sound, safe
place to live was very appealing.

Habitat: What construction tasks do you prefer
to do on Habitat-NYC construction sites?

Sarandon: Love the screw gun.

Habitat:  Most memorable moment?

Sarandon: Every time I meet and work
with the families that will live in the home I

am working on is always memorable and moving. I 
remember one single mom with two small boys. She
hadn’t told them anything about how she was working
on their new home. She was planning on surprising

them, and I thought that was
the best treat ever.

Habitat: Why is volunteerism
a priority?

Sarandon: You meet the best
people, and they give me
hope for the future. I love
watching a house go from
just a frame to actual walls.
When I did a build with my
son Jack’s high school bas-
ketball team and some of our
friends—we had transformed
a frame house to an actual
home.  It was great!

Q & A with Susan Sarandon
Discussing ‘nuts & bolts’ of volunteerism

Families Celebrate as Habitat-NYC Finishes
Our Largest, Greenest Complex of 41 Homes

Habitat-NYC families may be seeing green, but it was a red-letter day for Habitat-NYC on Sept. 26 as 
families and friends gathered to cut the ribbons on our Atlantic Avenue complex in Ocean Hill-Brownsville,
Brooklyn. Expected to receive a LEED Gold certification, this is the largest multifamily complex built by a

Habitat affiliate in the nation.

With 10,000 volunteers, thousands of hours of sweat equity and the support of corporations, foundations, faith
groups and individuals throughout New York City, this project was under construction for more than two years.

Almost 500 
Habitat-NYC friends
and families turned
out to help dedicate
these homes.

Among them were: 

Top left, Sharisse
Gillus, who cut the
ribbon on her new
Habitat-NYC home. 

Top right, Marilyn
Vazquez and daughter
Angeleace Jimenez. 

Bottom left,
Rosalyn Jolly and
daughter Tamara.

Bottom right (left to
right), Shing Hui
Cheng with his 
sister, Yu Yan, and
mother, Pik Yung.

Photos by Deb Schwartz.
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$100,000 and Up
Peter P. & Peg D'Angelo
Aura Levitas

$25,000 - $99,999
Estate of Robert F. Bennet
Robert H. Hackney Jr.
Martha Parrish
Tal Pritzker
David Terveen
Mark A. Zurack & 
Kathy L. Ferguson

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (2)
Evan & Joan Bauer
Evan R. Bell
Les Bluestone
Tom & Meredith Brokaw
Kenneth C. Cohen
John Gilbert Jr. & 
Gillett A. Gilbert

William J. O’Reilly &
Maureen McPhilmy O'Reilly

Carole Pittelman
Marcia E. Raff
John & Connie Sargent

$5,000 - $9,999
Roger & Elizabeth Ailes
Anonymous
Michael Bloome &
Claudia J. Machaver

Kevin J. & Denise W. Conway
Gregory Diskant &
Sandra Baron

Martin E. Elling
Suzanne M. Halbardier
Gail I. Hessol
J. Christopher & Ellen O. Hoeffel
The Laurence W. Levine 
Foundation

The Litwin Foundation
Josh Lockwood &
Robert D. Barry

The Renfield-Miller Foundation
Andie Simon
Ellen M. Violett &
Mary P.R. Thomas

Albert Vourvoulias &
Jhumpa Lahiri

The Judith C. White
Foundation, Inc

The Winters Family Fund

$1,000 - $4,999
291 Foundation
Barbara Ann Abeles
Adrian W. & Christine Alley
Mark E. Almeida & Theresa Galvin
Nicholas P. Amigone IV
Anonymous
Dwight Arnesen
David Bach
Bryan Baker
Hugo Barreca
Jessica Bauman
Stephen Belber
Rajeev Bhaman

David H. Blair
Rene B. Blank
Anthony C. & Nancy B. Bowe
Dennis G. Boyd
Paul & Nancy G. Brennan
Stanlee & Elizabeth Brimberg
Jeanette Brooks
David S. Brown
John F. Brown &
Ann Olson Brown

Nancy D. Browne
Bernhard Karpf &
Dawn E. Burcaw-Karpf

James L. & Nancy V. Burns
Efrain & Maryann
Byrnes-Alvarado

Hermia C. Byron
Jeffrey Calkins
Calvin Klein Family Foundation
Loretta V. Cangialosi
William J. Canovatchel, M.D.
Richard M. Card &
Nancy A. McAllister

Deirdre A. Carson
Ruey-er Chang
Sophia Cicilioni
Mark G. & Claudia S. Clancy
Robert & Sarah Cohn
Claudia Combs
Marianne Conlin
Tom Cramer
Estate of Mary Cross
The Margaret A. Darrin
Foundation

Michael J. Dean & May Kin J. Ho
DeLancey Charitable Trust
Mark Dixon
Danilo J. Dixon
Suzanne Donohoe
Arden D. Down
Christopher Duffy & Min Jin Lee
James H. Duffy
Adam M. Dworkin & Dale E. Riedl
Josephine K. Eke
Sara Elinson
Sam Ellis
Henry B. & Kathleen G. Elsesser
J. Pepe Fanjul
Judith Feldman
Bryce K. Ferguson
Matthew Fishbein
Raymond Gagne
Allan & Phyllis Gallaway
Paul Gazzero
Nicholas & Amanda Gelber
Robert J. & Lois Geller
Vincent & Lorraine Gesualdi
Wendy Goldberg
Alan Grumet & Sonia Lee
Peter R. Haje
Patricia R. Hall
Elizabeth Hansen
Gerard E. Harper
Douglas M. & Katie Harter
Steven R. Hochberg
Warren & Olivia Hoge
Craig & Vicki Holleman
Suzanne Roll Holmes
Norma Hymes
D. J. Jacobs

John Hung Foundation, Inc.
The John L. McHugh
Foundation

C. Vernon Johnson
Sarah M. Johnson, M.D.
Alan K. Jusko
Kevin M. & Elise Jusko
Diane Katzin
S. E. Stephan Kim
Neil P. Kittredge
Marc Klein & Laura Colin Klein
Engeline Kok
William Kourakos
Kristine R. Kreilick
John S. Kwon & Jeanne Cho
Robert H. Kwon &
Bohak Lee Kwon

Ilene Landress
Charles S. Laven
Gabrielle Layden
Matthew & Sabrina LeBlanc
Barry B. LePatner
Vicki Levine
Brian Lewis
Alexander P. Liberatore &
Margaret Iannuzzi

Amy Hayden Lienert
Dean L. Lin
Cara Lipshie
Brian J. Liske
Bryan Loew
Adrienne T. Lynch
Grace Lyu-Volckhausen
Peter MacDonald
Linda Mack
Brian Mak
Ann S. & Albert L. Maltz
Foundation

Namita Mani
Kayalyn A. Marafioti
John Martin
Susan Martin
Andrew Mathias
Dana Matthow
Judith A. Maysles
Thomas McMahon
Tarek Meguid
Robert and Joyce Menschel 
Family Foundation

Ann H. Milne
Albert S. Mishaan
Keith & Linda Monda
Myrtho Montes, M.D.
Jason Montgomery
David Moody
Thomas A. Moore
Cynthia Morales
Shepard & Grace Morgan
Janet Mulligan
Duncan Murdoch &
Wai Ling Chan

John Murphy
Andre Nasser
Howard and Maryam Newman 
Family Foundation

Dana M. Niblack
Clare O'Brien
Brian K. & Kimberly P. Orcutt
Tae Kyu Park, M.D.
Jim Parsons & Carrie Quinn

Carol J. Patterson
John B. & Patricia N. Pegram
Margery Peters
Sharon E. Pietrzak
Ann C. Poll
Brent Polos
Seth E. Price
Lenore F. Puleo
Chris Puma
Marina Rabinovich
Kelly Anne Reed
Richard Renfro
Vincent Riso
Elihu F. Robertson
Linda Romain
Valerie Ann Rowe
Chris Ruggeri
Richard Rule & Regina Green Rule
Todd & Marie Ruth
Mary Beth Ryan
Bernard Salanie
Louis Salkind & Deborah Rennels
Estate of Salvatore Saraceno
John D. Saunders
Anthony Scavo Jr.
Patricia J. Schumaecker
Michael Sears
Steven P. Sedlis &
Melissa M. Sedlis, M.D.

Rajeev & Anupama Shah
Lance Sherman & Susan Buckley
Patricia Ellen Shevlin
Joseph Shields
Douglas E. Simon
H. Brooks Smith &
Meredyth Hull Smith

Thomas Sprout
The Catherine S. Steck 
Foundation

Sarah Stevens-Miles
Robert & Leila C. Stone
Hugo S. Subotovsky
Susan A. Tanaka
Joseph V. & Anne C. Taranto
Craig & Nancy Tenney
Valerie A. Tootle
Dawn Tsien
Ueberroth Family Foundation
Paul Vizcarrondo Jr. & 
Andrea L. Vizcarrondo

Josh Wallach
Milton J. & Caroline H. Walters
Michael Waters
Gretchen A. Wayne
Robert F. & Barbara W. Westall
Phyllis Wiener
Kim K. Willie
Roger & Matilda Willie
Zali Win
Hidekuni & Laura Yoshida
Alice M. Young
Sally A. Zasloff
Jeffrey L. Zeidman &
Oscar Rinaldi

Individual & Family Foundation Donors
September 1, 2008 – August 31, 2009
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DeltaVolunteers Plant
Habitat-NYC Green Roof
In South Bronx, Delta launches 6-city
build by installing our first green roof.

Mets Bring Families HomeGoldman SachsVolunteers
Build at Bronx Site

SSince 1997, Goldman Sachs has been committed
to assisting those in need and communities
around the world through volunteer endeavors

and partnerships with nonprofit groups. Goldman
Sachs' Community TeamWorks (CTW) embodies this
commitment and gives the people of the firm time off
each year to volunteer in team-based projects with
local nonprofit organizations. Habitat-NYC has worked
with CTW since the program’s inception. This year,
more than 140 CTW volunteers helped build our Fox-
Leggett project in the South Bronx.

Delta Air Lines employees took to the clouds
recently—or at least to the seventh floor roof
of our Fox-Leggett project—to install Habitat-

NYC’s first green roof.

The event launched Delta’s six-city build with Habitat
affiliates at hub cities around the nation. By the end of
the day, this hardworking crew had planted 2,400-
square-feet of flowering sedum, small succulent plants
that will absorb rainfall and insulate the roof, helping to
reduce energy costs.

The green roof will also help to improve air quality in the
South Bronx, which has one of the highest rates of
childhood asthma in the nation.

Delta dispatched about a dozen volunteers to work on
the green roof and 90 more volunteers to help us on a
range of projects.

Bottom right, Gail Grimmett, Senior VP for the N           ew York City region,
makes sure that sedum plants are installed correctly. Above, volun-
teers unload flats of plants to be laid on the roof.

Goldman Sachs President and Chief Operating Office Gary Cohn and
Analyst Katherine Maxwell work together to install drywall screws as
part of the firm's global volunteer initiative on August 13.

Above: Citi volunteers build a home in the parking lot
of Citi Field. Below: ‘69 Mets stand by the home’s
first completed wall. Photos by Anthony Collins.
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The 41 new homes at Atlantic Avenue might feel
a little warmer than expected this winter season.
Maybe it’s the energy-saving “green” techniques

used in building. Or maybe because of the 10,000 vol-
unteers who donated their
time and energy to help
transform a garbage-strewn
vacant lot into 41 new,
green Habitat-NYC homes. 

Two especially dedicated
volunteers who have seen
the project from ground-
breaking to Home Dedica-
tion are Martin Friedman
and Tom Pace. Just as their
days of full-time employ-
ment were ending, con-
struction on Atlantic
Avenue was beginning.

"I knew as soon as I 
retired, I would have to find things to do,” says Martin.

"I wanted to give back to the community," says Tom.
"My wife and I have been very lucky and fortunate … and
affordable housing in the city is extremely important." 

As members of Grace Church in Brooklyn, Martin and
Tom had participated in single-day builds, and both
enjoyed the hard work and deep emotional rewards of
building Habitat homes.  

They began as regular Habitat-NYC volunteers just as the

Atlantic Avenue complex was rising. “We’ve been there
from the very beginning," says Tom. "We were in Atlantic
Avenue before there was a roof on the building."

"When we started," Martin remembers, “there were no
walls or windows. We started in really freezing weather,
when we all had to huddle around the heaters, and we
worked right through to the summer."

Even after about 1,000 hours
of volunteer labor apiece,
doing everything from 
installing studs to laying floor-
ing, both say they got much
more out of the experience
than they put in.

"We've worked with many of
the family partners,” says
Tom, “and have formed a bond
with them.” In fact, Tom led a
blessing of one of the family
partners' homes during our
dedication festivities.

Martin and Tom have contin-
ued building with Habitat-NYC

in the South Bronx and look forward to starting on our
new project in Bedford-Stuyvesant this winter. When
they are not volunteering with Habitat, they can be
found working at soup kitchens and delivering meals to
people with critical illnesses. They have also traveled to
the Gulf Coast region nine times to help with the post-
Hurricane Katrina rebuilding effort. 

"Habitat-New York City is a great organization," says
Tom. "What the New York office has done to build such
a strong organization—we've been very impressed."

Volunteers ‘Give Back’
Meet Tom Pace and Martin Friedman

Tom Pace and Martin Friedman. Photo by Anthony Collins.

Actress Melissa Gilbert, left, and cast members of Little House on
the Prairie: The Musical spend a day installing dry wall with Habitat-
NYC family Partner Troy Agard, far right. Their hard work on our
Fox-Leggett building in the South Bronx helped kick off the 
national tour of the play. The actors will be helping to build Habitat
homes on every stop of their tour.

Melissa Gilbert & Little House
Cast Build with Habitat-NYC

NYS Affordable Housing
Invest Fund Bills Introduced

Undeterred by 90-degree heat, more than 200 housing advocates
from every corner of New York State rallied in support of a new bill
to create a state affordable Housing Investment Fund and additional
funding for housing. Assembly Member Vito Lopez introduced the
Investment Fund bill into the Assembly and State Senator Pedro 
Espada, Jr. introduced it into the Senate.
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