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Ending the Housing Crisis in Brooklyn

Hy Domenick Neglia
Habitat WY C's Drookhm=Oueans Char

BROCELYN — The Broaklyn
Hastongal Socity meoenily oglsbrated
its reopening, welcoming ihe public
Back bt s glorwmus lorme with an ex-
habait chromiclhing the four<century his-
tory of “Making & Living in Brook-
Ivn™ Bt visioes o the ex-
hibit know that the real
challenge of the 213t centu-
ry is “Finding a Home in
Haook lyn,”

I-!n.'m@:l:,n has never been
houer. The Cvelones are the
houest neketl in basebhall smee fhe
Dodgers beft town; Brooklym Heights,
Park Slope and Coblle Hill are sonwe
of the mosi desirable neighbodioosds
m Aew York; Wilhumshurg has he-
coime the stamdand by which hipnezs is
Judped: and even Red Hook has come
back 1o |ife, with prices increasing
dramatically. But this vibrancy 15 wi-
dermuned by a severe shortage of al:
lordable housing that threatens 1o de-
strivy the ecomomic and soeial diversi-
i¥ of Brooklyn's unique neighbor
huspeds,

Everyone agrees that Mew York
City sl incresme ils [sousing supply
— gxpecially sk supply of housing af-
fordable e working. bow and middle
income families. The signs of the
city's housing crisis are undeniable.
Between 1990 and 2000, ahe olliceal
popalation of Mew York Cily grew by
AR N, bt |:|n|:|.- K1 AN pew hnu;.l'.:
units were buill. Faced with this short-
fall, familics have wrmed 10 housing
of last resort, According 1o a recent
study by the Citizens Housing amd

Point
Of View

Manning Coumcil, more than 1540 KH
tllegal and wnregulaled apariments
were bl in Mew York Ciry from
1) and 20040, More than 25,000
farmilies now live doubled up, In over-
srowded and often unsanitary condi-
Liois,

Al Far 10 many famibies do not
have o bome ot all, More than 5E, 0040
. poople in Mew York Ciry
are homeless and spend the
night i shehers. This in-
cludes B 200 fammilees walh
almost 170 glaldren
Why should the least foriu-
nate and mwst vulnerable
Mew Yorkers — our children, the eld-
erly, the dizabled and the VETY pOor —
contines to live in squakoer or have
home at all im0 New York Crly, ihe
sl Tamiosies city i Ehe aeorlsd

Hrooklyn has been hit sspecially
hard. The nsest populous county in the
state of New Yook, Brooklyn is home
o 1.5 million people in B60AKM)
homes. This represents an increase of
movoe (ban 1600 0KH0 people 1.2 per-
cen smege 1%L Linfornunateky,
housing construction has not ke
pace with population growih, driving
up renis dhrcughout the borough, A
quarter of all Brooklyn resdenis pay
e lhan 510 percent of their iscome
for rent and uiilities, when 30 percent
i5 considered the linde for aifordabils-
ey, For Brooklyn o continuwe its eco-
momic amd social memmenfum, e
Frowseiig crises muost b acldressed

One year agn, Mavor Bloomberg
annoanced the most gignificant hous.
ing mnitiative for New York City since
Ehe 1950z, The mayor's “New Hous-
ing Markeiplace™ plan provubes a cr.

cral fust step o adilves the, ity orit-
el lack of affordable howsing. Inmov-
ative fnancing will produce a 53 bil-
lbon investment over five vears (o cre-
ate amwl preserve 65000 units of af-
fondabile housing. The challenge wall
be fo move forvward with the mif.-'ur'-'.
imitaive and alsoodo lay the ground-
work for more affordable bousing de-
velopmeent that will sohve the city's
housing problem. Most experns agree
that Mew York needs al least 200,060
e housing units over the next 10
wvedrs, and market rate hl'll,:i.'irll will
nist fill the needs of many New York-
(= &1

As the city™s economic and buslget
siluation improve, we muisl sxpand
the soope of the mayvor™s inilEtive 0
resch the goals of the Housing First!
plan. Housing Firss! — an unprece-
demted coalition of commiunity, busi-
ness, civic, labor and relipious ongani-
zatons — has called for & |{eyear,
10 llhon commitment to build and
preserve more than TES 00 homes.
More dham 200 organizations have
united behind this goal, The coalition
is remarkably diversz, a testament fo
the severity amd the beeadih of the
lmising crisis,

I'he challenge of I'u:u_'.sml_ m o vi-
bram, growing city ig formbdable, bu
20 &fe gur resources, The borough of
Brooklvn and Mew York City as a
whole contams a wealih of expernize
I bkl new homes neighborhond-
s community development compso=
rations, govemnmment agenciss and pri-
vale developers. Brooklvn Borough
President Marty Markowite has inuicle
affondable housing one of his lop pas
onbliezs. He created 2 Brooklyn Hous-

g Development Fund o spur ihie
creation of affordable housing in
B-I'-.\-:Ikt}-n. and hie has .I|r:.'ld'ru' fhi:lp:.;]
v create hundreds of affordalvle unis
for Brooklyn resmlenis by working
wath dew elopers, housing expers and
commamity bourd members. Most nes
centhy, Markowiie haz worked hand 10
ensure that the plans for the proposed
baskethall arena complex at Flatlush
aiml Adlantic Avenues inclsle a sub-
stantial number of wlTordahle units,

The peaple of Brookbvn care shout
affordable housing, and public afis
cials are beginning 1o ake notice, Ag-
cording 10 & recent survey by the Ma-
fimnal Association of Realioas, 76 per-
cenl of New Yorkers sy afTorilahl=
himeang is an pmporant issue for ihem
whien they vote on Election Day, A
sustained and comprehensive effort by
Mew York Cily's people and public of-
fichals 15 essental o ensanng Chal
EVErVOne in Ilﬂu,ll;l:,m amal all Mew
Yorkers have a simple, decent, afford-
able place 10 call home.
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